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The public elementary schools themselves are often
divided with reference to sex and to age. While there is
no uniformity in organization, the boys and girls are
usually taught separately, and " junior departments" for
children from seven to eleven years, and " senior depart-
ments" for those from eleven to fifteen are recognized.
When they have completed the junior department of the
public school, children may be examined for admission to
a "central school" or to secondary work, and some private
elementary schools prepare pupils for secondary education
at eleven. In fact, it is not unlikely that all pupils will in
the near future be allowed at that age to enter some sort
of secondary work adapted to their particular ability and
needs, and that transfers between the various types of
schools will be readily made. Thus a much closer articu-
lation can be effected for the various stages of a system
that has grown up spontaneously.
Part-time or continuation schools for young people
between fourteen and eighteen were made compulsory by
the act of 1918. While this legislation has not yet been
generally enforced, a wide range of part-time education,
both general and vocational, has been established on a
voluntary basis. A greater variety of courses for adults
has also been established in England than in any other
country. This work is not only promoted by local author-
ities and voluntary organizations of workers and phi-
lanthropists, but even by the universities and various
associations formed within these institutions.
Secondary education. — The conventional type of
secondary education in England was until recently found in
the so-called "public" and "grammar77 schools (Fig. 78),
Little distinction can be made between these two typesf
as they both go back several centuries for their origin

